IN THE CLAIMS 



Please cancel claims 1-21 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter thereof, 
and substitute therefore the following new claims: 

\22. (New) A brakin g and dampin g devic e, comprising: 
a \u\d cylinder h aving a cylinder wall; 

two pistons that are arranged so as to be li nearly displ aceable in said fluid cylinder; 
a_pistonjtod for displacing one of said two pistons in said fluid cylinder; and 
an elast icallyydeformable sealing member arranged between said two pistons such that 
when damping occurs dv said piston rod displacing the one of said two pistons in said fluid 
cylinder, said elastically deformable sealing member is squeezed between said two pistons and 
pressed against said cylinder wall. 



23. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 22, wherein the one of said two 
pistons has an open cavity at a front faceHhereof into which a second of said two pistons is 
introduced, the second of said two pistons is^mounted in^SdJIrst pistofrin a free ly displaceable 
manner, the second of said two pistons has 3£Wterj^ng with an annular projection disposed in 
front of the one of said two pistons, and said sealing^member is arranged between said annular 
projection and said front face of the one of said two pistons. 



24. (New) The braking and damping device of claim ^3, wherein said front face of the 
one of said two pistons is inclingd rearwardly from the second of^aid two pistons towards said 
cylinder wall of said cylinder. 



25. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 23, wherein said cavity of the first of 
said two pistons ha?jibutrnents which delimit a displac ement path of the second^ of said two 
pistons. \ 



2tk (New) The braking and damping device of claim 23, wherein the second of said two 
pistons comprises an annular skirt. 




27. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 26, wherein said skirt comprises a 
rubber elastic material. 



28. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 26, wherein said skirt is arranged to 
skim over said cylinder wall of said cylinder during movement of the second of said two pistons in 
said cylinder. 



29. (New) The braJcing and damping device of claim 23, wherein at least one elastic 
spacer is provided between aVloor of said cavity of the first of said two pistons and a rear s ide of 




30. (New) The braking andxlamping device of claim 29, wherein the second of said two 
pistons is made ofplastic material and\aid at least one elastic spacer is formed on said rear side of 
the second of said two pistons. 

31. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 29, wherein at least one recess is 
provided in said floor of said cavity for said at least one elastic spacer. 



32. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 22, wherein said cylinder wall 
comprises a?^yjjxtending grooves positioned so as to\permit passage ofa^ pneumatic med ium 
when said two pistons are disposed in ajhor^nipasition^of said cylinder. 

J/C. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 22, wherein a second of said two 
pistons comprises a seal which seals with said cylinder wall of said cylinder. 
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^ (New) The braking and damping device of claim 22, wherein said sealing member 
comprises solid body made of a rubber el^ticmaterial that connects said two pistons 

-3*7. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 22, wherein said elastically 
deformable sealing member comprises a cylindrical bellows. 

(New) The braking and damping device of claim^f wherein said cylindrical bellows 
has a plurality of peripherally extending ribs which lie sealingly against said cylinder wall. 



I i&. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 3t, wherein said bellows contains 

hydraulic fluid. 



(New) The braking and damping device of claim 22, wherein a compress ion s pring is 



jm). (New) The braking and daniping device of claim^ wherein said bellows is anchored 
with a ^posit iyefiUn said two pistons. 

2&. (New) The braking and dampingVievice of claim wherein said two pistons have 
jecesses in front faces thereof and said sealing member has projections received in said recesses. 

J&f. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 32, wherein the pneumatic medium is 



air. 



42. (New) A braking and damping device for a piece of furniture, comprising: 
a fluid cylinder having a cylinder wa ll, said fluid cylinder being mounted on the piece 
furniture; 



\ 



two pisto ns that are arranged so as to be lin early disp laceable in said fluid cylinder; 

apistcm rod for displacing one of said two pistons in said fluid cylinder, said piston rod 
being positioned so as to be engageable by a movable part of the piece of furniture; and 

an elastically deformable sealing member arranged between said two pistons such that 
when damping occurs by said piston rod displacing the one of said two pistons in said fluid 
cylinder, said elastictally deformable sealing member is squeezed between said two pistons and 
pressed against said Ovlinder wall. 

43. (New) A braking^i^^mping device, comprising: 
a fluid cylinder having a cylinder wall; 

afirst piston and as^cond piston that are arranged so as to be linearly displaceable in said 
fluid cylinder along anjixis; 

a piston rod for displacing said first piston in said fluid cylinder; 

wherein said second pistoV is disposed opposite to said first piston and has a^sealjgaling 
said second piston with respect to said cylinder wall; 

an elastically deformable fri^ion braking member arranged between said first piston and 
said second piston such that when dammng occurs by said piston rod displacing said first piston in 
said fluid cylinder, said elastically deformable friction braking member is deformed by being 
squeezed between said first piston and said^second piston and pressed against said cylinder wall so 
as to cause damping caused by friction in addition to damping caused by fluid damping. 



44. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 43, wherein said cylinder wall 
comprises axially extending grooves to permit passage of fluid of said fluid cylinder when said 
first piston and said second piston are disposed in aVront end position in said cylinder. 



45. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 43, wherein said friction braking 
member is in the form of asolidbody manufactured from\a rubber elastic material which connects 
said first piston and said second piston. 
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46. (New)\ The braking and damping device of claim 45, wherein said first piston and said 
second piston each\have recesses in frontfaces thereof and said friction braking member has 
^r^ectii^s received \n said recesses. 

47. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 43, wherein said cylinder is 
structured and arranged tb employ a 0 pneumatic medium as an operating fluid. 

48. (New) The brakmg and damping device of claim 43, wherein said cylinder is 
structured and arranged to employ air as the operating fluid. 

49. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 43, wherein said friction braking 
member is a^single body, the materia} of which is squeezed between said first piston and said 
second piston. 

50. (New) The braking and damping device of claim 43, wherein said first piston and said 
second piston are made of a rigid material. 



